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“Trath will 
Vo. IV. No. . CITY OF NAUVOO, KL. JAN. @, 1843. [Whole He 
CURKESPON DENCE, ia what id ev iatpormat as thei? religions 
| Boston, Oct. 21, 1842. and hopes. I am aware. that the people, asd 
Teme Which you have edopred as your own, 
pecaliasly liable to misrepreseatation; but 


and kindly intercourse, I have long wished to 
adress friendly line to you; for I am sure 


you heve net forgotten the pleasant though 


from you I may expect something more fm 
pertial. Now you do not find the teak u 
wiefinterviows which ve enjoyed ot Middle. * — 
feld. saw you there « grest — — 
bas taken place. aa I have bees led to believe. orie above propesed, ay 
im your religious views; and correspond. — oo may 
ing one in your relations ead circumstances — — yourself. sonal 
Sill I ust thet you have ne forgotten the — e-stifying you * 
daime of friendship and aequaintance, I need — ul revival of religion has been enjoyed 
sot tell you how much became interested in within 
your family, #© young and so full of promise, count of whieh Mr. Bestor, the present pester 
sor of Ahe strong confidence which I reposed in| — — — — 
year pivty and conscientious regard forthe vi — * — you. 1 
that pouwou'd profess what you did not wincere- friend wall. Tales ettended miaisterte 
ly believes nor hat you would believe without ing and enjoyed a very 
good eapona; ‘still the change dn yout pleasant interview. Sevesal of the ‘brethren 
exeited.in me no littlo sutprise. I have there. you in kindness. My ben 
been desirous to receive from sttend you. Present my regards to 
secqunt af your views, and the reasons of your Mrs. Spencer, and believe me very truly yours, 
change. I am sico de:ircus to obtain from une w— 

in whom J can confide—ene who ie acquainted] F. 8. You will that! ask 
with the facts, and one who is not prejudiced |] rmation, for my private benefit and 
einst R at the outset, some aecount of the uon. I do not ask for any thing to be pul- 
faith whieh you have embraced; of the petéen- ed Unless you see fit to give it for that purp. 
al character, doctrines, claims, and influence of I Wish you to write as fo an old friend. 


him who ie called the leader—I mean Joseph LETTER OF ORSON SPENCER. 


Smith. Deesbeciaim to be inspired? Ishea Musee, November 17, 1842. 
man of prayert a men of pure life? aman off) Mr Daina 
peace? Where ie he now! Does he appear ut I received yours of the 


the head of his troope sea military commander! | 21st ultimo bod a week since, but many en- 
what is the nature of thé worship among you, || gagemonts have prevented a more early reply. 
und wherein does it differ from that of religious Your enquiries were very interesting and im- 
peopte wih whom you have been acquainted || portent, and I only regret thet I heve nat more 
elsewhere? How many inhabitents has the time and room to answer them as their impor- 
city of Nauvoot What is their condition? oe. tance and minuteness demand. I am not at all 
cupations, and genera! character? What are surprised that my old friends should wonder at 
the dimensions of the Temple, now in u course my change of views. Even to this day, itis 
of cxection? Ds the Mormonssuffer much per- marvelloss in my own eyes how I should be 
steution? vo, from whom? Are e separated from apy brethren to this (Mormen) 
dren’ ingtvacted in religion? faith. I desire to vce my Beptiat breth- 
would: .give me p'essure learn, how ren facet Ghee, I may tell chem 

you até employed? herber your femily ere [pertaining \my views and this work. Barat 
Vith,you; and-sleo-your present views of truth present the cars of my wife and sit children 
und duty, and:in what respecte they differ from with he of's civil office forbids this pr 
he which you formerly Hilege. A pape poor of 
pumber and minutewess of marvelious and controverted system of 
at im th But teceive this only 


ibe w of my fellow man, apd enpecia'ly em- broken hints upon which I hope to am- 
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confidence in ü— eid of it — 
ous regard for the will of 2 I thank an unparalleled phenomenon. 


Should they 


you for this, because the virtues of many good become a bride fit to receive Jesus Christ at his 
men haye been disallowed upon some suppoesrd coming, it could not be according to Paul's gos- 


forfeiture-of public esteem. I thank God the 


von aod many of the churches where I onve la 


bored, are more liberal. 


You, more than common men, know thet # 
ig in accordance with all past history, rat 


men's true characters suffer imprisonment, 


scourging, and death, as soon as they become 


innovators or seceders from long- established 
and venerated systems Many have suffered 


mattyrdom for literary, and also religious im- 


provements, to whom after ages have done bet- 
ter justice. Which of the prophets have not 
pour feathers perseouted, and slain them whieh 
told before of the coming of the just One!“ — 
It wos the misfortune of many of the former 


prophets that they were raised up at a period of 


the world when, apostaey and corruption ren- 
dered tnesr efforts indispensible: although such 
efforts proved unacceptable to those who were 
in fault. Ancient prophets, you know, did not 
merely reiterate what their predécessors had 
taught,bat offen spoke hidden wisdom, even 
things that had been kept secret for many gen- 
erations; because the spirit by which they weré 
moved had knowledge.ef all truth, and, could 
disclose and-reveal as it seemed wisdom in God- 
The spirits that were disobedient while once 


the long-suffering of God waited in the days of 


Noah, doubtless despieed the prophet that 
taught a universal deluge. 

But Noah had a special revelation of a del- 
uge, although the religious-people of hie day 
counted him an enthusiast. The revelation 
given to Moses to gather an opprest people to a 
particular place, was equally one side of and 
out of the usual course of former.revelations.— 
John came to the literal followers of Abraham 
and Moses; but he escaped not persecution and 
death, because he breathed an uncharivable and 
exclusive spirit towards the existing secis of the 
day; still he was a revelator and seer approved 
of God, 

And is it a thing ineredible with you brother, 
that before the great Sabbatic era, world's resi 


or millennium, God should raise up u prephei 


to prepare the people fur that event, and the 
second coming of Jesus Christ? Would it be 


digagreeable to those who love the unity of 


Saints, ar improbable or unscriptural to expect 


auch a piophet to be possessed with the key of 
knowledge or endowed like Peter with the 
slone of revelation. Lf the many hundred re- 
ligious aects of this age should heresfier harme- 


pol. For six -thousend years, apostles “and 
prophets have constituted an essential part of 
the spititual edifice in which God dwells. 
Paul says it is by them the church is perfected 
and brought to unity of faith. 

I know that you and IL have been taught 

from our childhood, that the chuich can be 
perfocted without prophets: but where I ask is 
the first scripture to support thie view. 
As you kindly say, I have always been ac. 
customed to offer a reason for my faith, But 
be assured I was confounded and made dumb 
when asked why I taught another gospel than 
what Paul did; why I taught that revelation 
was ended when Paul did aut; or why | 
taught that prephets were not needed whon no 
inspired teacher ever taught such a doctrine.— 
Error may become venerable by age, and te- 
spectable for the number ot its votaries, but 
neither age nor. popularity can ever make it 
truth. You give me.credit for a cougeientious 
regard for the will of God. It was this tha 
gave me the victory where many others I fear 
are vanquished., The spirit of God wrought 
mightily in me commending the ancient gos- 
pel to my conscience. I contemplated it with 
peaceful eerenity and joy in believing. Visions 
and dreams began to illuminate occasionally 
my slumbering moments. But when I allowed 
my selfish propewsities to speak, I cursed Mor. 
monism in my heart, and regretted being in 
possession of as much light and knowledge ne 
had flowed into my mind from that source.— 
When I preached or conversed according to my 
best convictions peace reigned ip my heart, and 
truth enlarged my undersianding: conviction 
and reverence forthe truth at such times seen. 
ed to reign in the hearts of those that heard. 
me; at times, however, some were ready to 
gnash theis teeth, for the truth that they would 
not receive and could not resist. 

I coumed the cust to myself and family of 
embracing snch views, until, I could read it 
like the child his-alphebet,. either upward or 
downward. The expense I viewed through 
upavoidable test both in public and private. 
by night and by day: I said however, the Lord 
He is God, I can, I will.embrace the truth. 

When I considered the weakness of the be- 
man mind and its liabitity to be deceived, | re 
examined and beld converse with the most able 
opposers to Mormonism, in a meek and teaches 
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ing a high profession of piety, turned aside the — to end, in close connection With she 
ſores of palpable truth. or leaned on tradition | comments of Origen, Bachelor,, Laroy., Sunder 
for inextricable: difficulties, that they could not land, and Dr. Hurlburt, together ‘with newspa- 
solve into harmony with thelr professions, wie pers and some private letters obtained from the 
very far from dissunding me from my wer surviving friends of, Mr. Spaulding, the,eup- 
views: What could I do? Truth had taken} : posed author o that Book. I arose from its 
possession of my mind; plain, simple, bible|] perusal with a strong cenvictien on my mind 
truth. It might be asked if I could not eEpel that its pages were graced with the pen of in- 
it from. my doors yes I could do it; but how|jspiration. I wassurprised that eo little,fanit 
would that harmonize with a sincere profession | could be found with a book of such magnitude, 
to preach and practise the truth by way of ex. treating as it did of such diversified subjects, 
ample for others? It wae a crisis ¥ never shall, || through period. of somany generations, It 
I never can forget. ‘I remember it as an exodus | appeared to me that no enemy to truth os godli- 
from parents, k red, denomination and tem- ness would ever take the least interest in pub- 
poral support, Has any one ever passed such alishing the contents of such a book; such ap- 
crisis, they, will say atleast, be careful of Bu peared to me to be ite godly bearing, sound 
Spencer’s character and feelings. | merality and barmony with ancient scriptusem 
Little as I supposed that I cated about popu-|ithat the enemy of all righteousness might..as 
larity, competence, or the fellowsNip of those Well proclaim the dissolution of his owe king. 
whe were sinoere ly in error; when I came to] dom, as to spread-the contents of such a volume 
be stretched upon the altar of sacrifice, and the} }among men: and from that time to this, every 
gnsheathed blade that was to exscind from all | effort made by its enemies to demolish, has on- 
these hung over me with perpendicular exact- | i shown how invincible a fortress defends it. 
ness. ‘Then, then, brother I cried unto the If mo greater breach can be made upon it than 
— to etrengthen me to pass through the scene bas hitherto been made by those who. have at, 
with bis approbation.” | tacked it with the greatest animosity and dili» 
While I was enquirifg, to.krow what the|}gence, its overthrow may be considered, a fore 
Lord would have me to do, many brethren of | lorn hope. On this subject I only ak the 
different denominations warned and exhorted|j friends of pure religion to read the Book of 
me faithfally : but their warnings consisted very | | Mormon with the same unprejudiced, prayérfu 
much ina lively exhibition of evileto be en- and teachable spirit that they would — 
dured if I persisted, or in other words, they ap. | unbelievers in the ancient setiptures to tg 
pealed to my selfish neture; but I Knew too | those sacred records. I have not spoken . ih 
well that truth showld not he abandoned through | | external evidence of the truth of the Book of 
the force of such appeals, however eloquently | Mormon, which is now worthy of much con- 
urged: Some with whom I conversed, gave |j sideration ; but the internal, evidence J think 
glowing descriptions of tie obnoxious ex will satisfy every honest mind. ro 


ef Joseph Smith, and of the contradictory a As you enquire after. the reasenetiiat opera. 
unseriptural jargon of the Book of Mormon, but ted to change my mind to the present faith, 1 
u wae their misfortune usually, to be deplors- only remark that Stevens’ Rravele had some 
bly ignorant of the true characters of either. iafluence, as an external evideuce * the truth 
Of the truth of thie statement many instapees of the Book of Mormon,. 
might be furnished, if the limite of my sheet My present view after which beten 
would allow. My own solicitude to know the ie that, the evidence both internal and external 
character of Mr. Smith in order to judge of|| have been multiplied Ai may have caused: S 


the doctrines propagated by him, was not so 
great as that of somo others. My aversion to 
the worship of man is both educational and re. 
gious; but I said boldly concerning, Mr. 
Smith, that whoever bed arranged. and harmo- 
niged such system of irresistible (roth has 


prise aud wender to many of my resvécte? 
— distinguished friends in New England’ 
how: I eould ever renounce a tespectable etand- 
ingein the churches and in the ministry to ud. 
here ta a people so odious in every one’s mou 
and se revolting to every one’s natural Hxing! 


borne good fruik Some suggested that it would |! The answer in part is this: As soon ds 1 ate 
be wisdom to make a personal acquaintance || covered an identity in the doctrines of thé Lat- 
vith Mr. Smith previous to embracing bis. dog. ter-Day Baints and: he Ancient Baints, I en- 
tines; but to me the obligation ta receive the quired whether the treatment Beatowed upon 
truths of heaven emed absolute, whatever pach was ales similar: immediately ‘began to 
be the character of My. Smith...» 40 fad the foundation und 

tela the Book ef Mormon from ſſotene of the true church, I looked narrowly as 
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9? 
the Gemeanut sou character Wo sur- 
roanded the Ancient Sainw. The result of my 
Mdiorration seem d io be that even Jesus Christ 
nad many objectionable pointe af character t. 
mess who observed him: those ho were repu-4 
tedly most conversant with Abraham, Moses, 


pareu recepuen ior iu alt piagess 
and so thick and dark was the fogand cloud 
of mia pprebensicn and falechood that follewed 
aim. that dark suapicions and foul inferences 
would obtrude upon the minds even of the hen 


„est to weaken their convictions in his behalf, 
and other prophets of the Lord, pronounce dim 


and shake their conclusions: the tale of cal 
enfit for the respect and confidence of a | re jumny never lost in sharpness and effect by 
community: and why did such men fi 


d so tme nor distance. Those who had not the 
many objectionable points in the character and | privilege of a persone! acquaintance with Je 
conduct of Jesus Chmist? For substantially eus, might be supposed to have no interest is 
same reasons that men of high intelligence end) favoring personage, whose pretensions if 
devotion find fault with Joseph Smith and his}! countenanced would disturb their quietude, 
doctrines. Thore who bore down with heavy | and impugn their mogives, and threaten the 
opposition to Jesus Christ were honorable men, | proeperity of a system that they supposed as old 
whose genealogy took in the worthiest ances- as the days of Abraham, and teachings es or 
sry: they were the orthodox expositors of re- | thodox asthe sayings of Mases. But whatever 
vealed truth. These whe now oppese Joseph | was said or done by Jesus that eauld possibly 
Smith, (e person ordained and sent forth by |] be construed by prejudiced minds to his disad- 
Jesus Christ.) occupy the same high and re ventage, these things were heeded with readi- 
spectable standing, and manifest asimilar bear || ness and published in the social circle and rivi- 
ing towards the reputed impostor of the presen · ¶ ted by the butt of ridieu'e upon every mind; and 
day. The ancient worthies were the reposito-|| those who loved a laugh et the expense of the 
ries of learning, and 0 are the modern wor- innocei t, could furnish atock for the purpose by 
thies. The ancients taught many things ge- retailing tales abeut the supposed impostor, thas 
eording to trath and godliness, and verily be- had their origim in misapprehension and false- 
lieved they were substantially right in faith and hoed. But they were well reccived and cheer- 
practice; this is also true of modern religious ed by these who affected grave reverance for 
teachers. ithe Supreme Deity, while they could trample 
But in reply to my own question, why the with acorn (usconsciowsly) upon the brightness 
ancient religionists opposed Jesus Christ, I an- Hef his glory in the person of his Son. 
wer. in the first place they mistook his true Now let me ask if the character and conduct 
cheracter and conduct. In the second place of Mr. Smith, ie not equally misunderstood by 
they were palpably ignorant of the wisdom and || modern religionists—Mr, { mith on'y claime te 
godlimess of many things in the character and bea prophet raised up to usher in the last die 


eenduct of Jesus Christ: they considered tha |} pensation; wh le Jesus Chriet was more obnori- 


there was absolutely a wide difference in the ous in proportion to the .uperiog magnitude of 
views and conduct of Jesus Christ and them-jjhis claims as the Son of God. How difficult 
av. The same istruc of many distinguished || it ig for persons in the present age, to forms 
opposers to Mr. Smith: they consider that there || corroct estimate of the true character and views 
is an irreconcileable difference between them- ef Mr. Smith. The public mind ia always fore- 
selves and Mr. Smiths and Mr. Smith of|| stalled concerning him. It is taken to be sound 
course is in the wrong, and they are in the orthodory that there is no more need of prophets 
tight. Now let us consider first, wherein the or revelations; the canon of acripture is full; 
ancients mistook the character of Jesus Christ,||consequently the maa that will claim to bea 
and modern opposers to Mr. Smich do the same || prophet or revelator and seer, must be a base im- 
of him. The true character of Jesus Christ was| postor and knave. With this educational pre- 
very imperfectly known to those who opposed | judice sanctioned by the best men for a thousand 
him in his own time. Meny impostors that years past, and riveted by rolemn vows to abide 
bad preceded, had guarded the public mind in orthedoxy, they see as though they saw not, 
against a repetition of further abnee. He wee and hear as though they heard not. If excellent 
eyed with dark suspicion wherever he went; it | things are taught by Mr. Smith. it is considered 
may well be supposed thet sage precaution||by prejudiced minds asa good bait emp oyed 
against him was vehemently urged, lest through | to cover a well-barbed hook; by many he is con. 
bis great sabtelty be might mislead even some} sidered more detestable and dangereus, because 


thet were respectable. jeay they, if he did not mix so much geod with. 
And what could he de te disabuse the publie bis system he would not be so dangerous and 8 


wind—prejudice and galamny outrun and pro-f likely to deceive. Again, can the people of this 


err 
eount 
phet 
they | 
gieus 
es, th 
there 
their 
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eountry obtain a correct knowledge of the pro 
phet through the ro igious prints. 
they never will. Those who contro! the - 
gieus prints conceive they know in the premie- 
es, that Ged has not raised up euch a prophet; 
therefore they wiil not tarnish the columnp of! 
their per ediva's by publi hing any th ng favor- 
able to him. While they feet bovad to with. 

hold whatever might commend the’ prophet, to 
the favorable regard: of impartial men, they fee} 
solemn'y constrained to advertine the public 
all rising here-ies. Thus. white our supposed 
heresies are jublished from very questionable 
data, our real @irtues are buried imoblivion — 
We de not murmur: if Jesus the master could 
not be known in hie true character: but said 
with mingled pay and forgiveness, know 
not what they do; we cannot expe: b better treat- 
ment froin those who know but lite e of us while 
they say much to disadvantage. Paul did the 
ancient Saints much harm, and warted them 
greatly; being ignorant of their teue character, 
and unbelieving as to their doc rines. It ie 
certain that Latter Day Saints have received 
much harm froin those who are ignorant of their 
character, and unb lieving a: to th ir do. trives 

Religious Editors gererally know very little of 
as except what they have learnt from our ene 

mies. Jesus Chr st was entirely stripped of hie 
reputation by nis enemies, and was put te deat 

by learned yet ignorant sealote who were teo 
self-wise to he taught by one whom they knew 
to be an iaipo tor in the start; but those men 
were mistaken in the character of our Lord; end 


persisted in! How long shall proptiets Se} 


seou'ed end slain without being fu ly known, anq 
the servants of God be excluded from ous tase 
tie? hearing, when they seek to publish 

tidings, even salvation to the inhabitante ¢ 

earth? Now let me ask my former 4 
in the Eastern Churches, with whom I once held 
sweet intercourre, how it is posvibl- for the letter 
day Saints to introduce their vieweemong the 
sectarion churches and the World. with any mere 
ſo vorab e reception than the ancient Saints had 
in introducing theirs. Prejudice and persequilon 
faced them down always, and so it le in these 
days. R iscertainly v mistaken idea to app 
that people are me better mow than they were 
anciently when true gospel was m sunder- 
stood and itwpromoters sincerely a counted dis- 
lurbers and Heretics worthy of exemplary pun: 
ishment, But say the wise and great men s- 
mong the Secthrian Churches, we do under- 
stand the true gospel, and have already embraced 
it; and it is oy error and heresy that we op- 
pose, andthe weight of our contempt and ridi- 
cule c hurled at impostors and knaves who palm 
off gross deceptions upon the publ c and lead 
captive ignorant zealots by pretended revela- 
tions and spur ous miraces. Bat do they not 
know that substantially the same charge was 
brought against Jesus Christ and the primitive 
disc'ples. Bat let it be proved that we are what 
oar enemies call us; let un file oar respective 
pleas and come toa speedy and impartial trial; 
to thie our opposers will not consent; they im 
tend to employ all the advantige of education 


so are our enemies mistaken in Wie character|| and prejudice to exclude as fromm a hearing, so 


and views of the modern prophet. My own 
personal obwervatiou teaches that it is & very 
difficult matter to instil! into the minds of See 
terian Churches a true knowledge of the faith 
and practice of Latter Day Saints. ‘Though 
eae should go amoung them that wa once highly 
esteemed by them, they are alarmed at his ap- 
proach; and his virtues are copcerned to render 


him more deserving of'a repulse. His in‘!vence’ 


say they mav be fo midable, we must not bid 
him Ged speed; consequently he is not asked to 
pray in the family, o: public meeting, If he 
can by great effort get an oppor tunit / to preach, 
it mot thought advisable for any body ie go to 
hear him. lest they should be led away by his 
ra. Thus, you see Br., how difi-a t in for- 
mer and latter days to briag the t'ue faith te the 
knowledge of men through prejudice. They 
bave prejudged 9 matter of which they are al- 
most entire y ignvrent. Ths same notion o 
treating new matters has ves ed the Sua in 


darkness and hung the Prinas of Life in agonies. 
How long shall thie treatment of the Saints be 


did the opposere of the ancient Saint. Bot I 
solemnly ask whether it has ever been necesss- 
ry in any moral enterprize, for those who have 
the truth on their side, especially go-pel truth. 
to defend that truth by foreclosing discussion, 
and shunning public investigation; and thea car- 
ry on their depredations by the u · s of such small’ 
arms as ridicules and preconccived objections 


that need only to be brought to the light, to be 


dissipated like fog in the meridian Sun. 


Do Temperance Lecturers, Bible ond Edvu- 
cation Agents and other moral reformers find 
it necessary to carry on their enterprizes by 
such means? Do they seek tu avoid an open 
and frank discussion with the intemperate por- 
tions of commanity? Do they avoids many 
investigation because the intemperate portions 
of community combine in their life and conduct 
beastly sottishness, unprovoked abuse to wives 
and children: u prodigal waste of competence, 
and emple fortunes, and the overthrow of inte} 
lect, and the dissatetion of al? moral ties? No, 
by womesns! They sett the broad day light’ 
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of publig discussion, because they know the 
wrath and power of that side of the cause which 
they ‘have espoused. They knew that intem- 
perance cannot survive the impartial observa - 
tion of good men. All we ask is that the word 
of God may have free course. We wish that 
it may come distinctly to the knowledge.of men, 
that they may sit in impartial judgment upon 
it, By word of God we mean not only what 
was revealed for the ancients specially, but also 
what is now revealed for this generation. Oh, 
says the objector, he wants to have the word of 
Jo Smith have a free circulation, and this we 
oppose, because it is blasphemous and prepos- 
terous. Yes, we want the word of Ged by Jo- 
seph Smith, to be known and read of all men, 
because it is written not with ink, but the spirit 
of the living God. What were Peter, Elijah, or 
Moses, but earthen vessela by whom God com- 
municated his own knowledge, and power, and 
glory. Does not the word by Joseph commend 
itself to every man's conscience where it is 
heard with due candor. I have never seen that 
person who had read the Book of Mormon and 
the Book of doctrine and Covenants entirely; 
through, with an earnest desire te know wheth- 
er it was of God or not, who could raise any 
worthy objection against them, A few isolated 
portions of these Books are oflen selected out 
and made to speak some other besides their true 
meaning, and thereby a dislike for these booke 
is created, consequently some refuse to read 
them at all, while some others read only to con- 
firm their preposessions and prejudices. And 
superficial enquirers hear with credylity that 
such a minister, Editor or, Professor of some 
College, has published an expose or refutation 
of Mormonism that will inflict a fatal wound 
upon this glaring and blasphemous heresy.— 
Now it is we!l known that the novelties of this 
age are so many and various, that no man has 
time to examine into them ali; and many con- 
ider that a hint froma pious Editor or distin- 
guished Reviewer against, Mormonism is suffi- 
cient apology for them not toexamine it. Now, 
under these considerations it is easy to divine 
that the doctrines of Latter-day Saints must 
travel through obstacies and difficulties of the 
greatest magnitude. And I am ready dear Br., 
to mourn over the prospect, because many bad 
men, and some good men will fight against the 
faith not knowing what they do. My bosom 
heaves with the deeper concern, because I know 
this to be the true gospel, and that it will pre- 
vail, even though the foe should be so great and 
powerful as the Lords enemies were in the days 
of Noah. Pardon my assurance when I say 


— 
operations, must come to nought; not bes 
cause they dre not honestly designed for some 
| good effect, but because they area mtu of 
‘human device with the wisdem of God or the 
gospel perverted. I know too, that these ‘beati- 
ful systems, together with the various orders ‘of 
sectarianism cannot well be vanquished withont 
a desperate struggle ensues. Sectarianism iy 
old and venerable, and having undergone thany 
costly repairs without much substantia! improve- 
ment; it can never be demolished without vie- 
lent resistance. There is an air of sacredness 
around it that will stimulate its votaries insensi- 
bly. And when they are assailleé by the strong 
hand of eterna! bible truth, rather than to see 
their fortress taken by the illiterate followers of 
the despised prophet, will summon to their aid 
the worst pa sions and pu-h matters to the 
greatest extremities. These remarks are amply 
supported by the tustory of the past, both in re- 
spect to former and Latter Day Saints. See 
the ancient Jew of our Lord’s day—his piety 
was ecrupu'ouslyexact. He knew the worth 
of ns rel gion by the puins and expense it had 
jcosthim Every thing had with great trouble 
been fashioned into a system of eacredness. 
They had been striving hard for a beautiful sys- 
tem of perfection that wou d commend them to 
God, and mourned that any of Abraham's chil- 
dren should teach that the:e was no resurection 
Ke. and not barmonize with them in bearing 
beavy burdens in order to save men's souls; and 
| when au obscure per onage sprung op, and broke 
over their rules of picty, and mingled with the 
profane without ceremoneous washing, and was 
seen to drink wine probably, and ext with the 
bo'sterour and odious classes of society; without 
pretending to wash away the contagion that ac. 
crued, and to travel on the sabbath day, and to 
puck ears of corn without any signs of confes- 
sion. and to heap barsh soundings and heavy 
anathemas upon the most intelligent and devo~ 
ted men of the age, and. claim to be a prophet, 
while he ignetantly conversed with an edulter- 
ous woman :—All ‘his; the scrapulous Jew could: 
not and would not bear; And his anger was 
heightened to madness when he found that ma- 
ny adbered to the new Teacher, and oveasion- 
ally a person of wealth and standing was won 
over to the imposter by his artifice and juglery- 
And as the infuence of this odious: personage 
spread especially among the common people who 
had not sufficient gagacity to detect his fraudu- 
lent t.i¢ks; and as the orthodexy and piety of 
the children of Abraham and Mees began to he 
suspected and even preached in synagogues that 
were too holy for such pollution, the, devoted 


that those beautiful systems called bepevolent 


children of Abraham became exasperated; if we 
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‘him; fearful-to.use the rod and power by reason | ee idesdription of the sufferings ten 
ef the Romans to the utmost rigor; they at first | pie in Missouri. From forty to sixty of our 
sought to render him obnoxious.to Cesar; but brethren suffered death by violent hands, in 
as measures successive y failed, they thirrted for Missouri, anc as many more in eonséytience of 
his blood until their pious ma icu was glutted in the abuse and privations to which they were éx - 
his expiring agonies, Then thought they, every posed by an infuriated, and blood-thirsty mob; 
body may know that his miracles are allahum- and the disapywintment, privation and homeless 
bug because he could not save himself. Now condition of survivers was very great. Many wi- 
brother, Lask you to stop and make a full pause dows and orphans knew not what to do, having 
by vay of reflection. How do devoted sectarians just begun to live- in a comfortable and thriving 
entertain the Latter Day Saints? Not surely manner. They had almost forgotten their first 
by a candid exposure ot our errors coupled with sorrow of parting from early friends and posser- 
a patient effort to reclaim us. By no means. sions, when lo! the hideous mob came upon 
Said a highly respectable Deaconess: ‘Br. them; at ene blow their homes were made deso- 
Spencer, I wou d rather have heard that you late: in some instances father and ron were no 
were dead.“ She knew in the general that Ihad mare: their stfferings in planting themselves 
embraced Mormonism. But of the true char- anew in this state without means or friends 
acter of mormonism she was gros ly ignorant; though ! have often heard them told, I will not 
and she was actually driven into fits when she attempt to reheatse. Perhaps some will say 
found I defended the doctrines of Latter Day we understand the Mormone were in ſault in 
Saints. Look at the conduct of devoted secta- that matter and brought merited sufferings them- 
nans towards the Latter Day Saints, and mark selves by their misconduct. The same bes al- 
the resemblance to that of ancient Jews to form- ways been understood to be true of all persecu- 
er Saints. The same proscriptive spirits reigns ted Saints. The greater partiof people proba- 
now as then. The same spirit that dictated ex- bly thought-Stephen deserved the punishment 
pulsion from the sysnagogue then, now closes that terminated his life. 


the doors of meeting houses against us. The The game might be said of John the Baptist,who 
same spirit that cosed men's ears against the meddied with the matrimonial concerns of theec 
burning e'oquence of Stephen thet, counsels who did not acknowledge his ecclesiastical ju- 
men not to hear or go nigh Mormon preachers tisdietion. The propbet Elijah was designated 
err. to death because he troubled Ierael. Daniel 

You ask if the Latter Day Saints are perse. refused lawful obedience tothe established 
cuted; if so, by whom are they reecuted? The Governor of the realm. In short, persecutors 
answer is a painful one; because it ineulpates in every age, have always had a plausible pre- 
those who were bound by many tender ties. As text for their deings, in the popular estimation 
a peaple we have been truly persecuted from the of their own day and age. You ask by whom 
beginning. From the moment we embrace this we are persecuted} In reply, I could mentien 
doctrine, in most cases we are virtua ly banish- as instigators of mobs, the names of a Baptist 
ed from friends, and rank, and station, and busi- | missionary, a Methodist and Presbyterian min- 
ness. Says the venerated father, if you have ister. You may ales be apprised that ex-gov. 
embraced that doctrine my son, I never want to Boggs, of Missouri, made affidavit that Joseph 
eee your face any more. Says the partner in Smith was accessary to an attempt to murder 
trade, if you are a Mormon, we must dissolve | him; and that Gov. Carlin, of Illinois, in the 
partnership forthwith. If such an one occupy- | face of Superabundant testimony, and law, gave 
ing an important office of proiit and honor does | a warrant to arrest him, (Joseph Sm‘th) on that 
not give up his Mormonism, we will sue him at affidavit. A heavy reward has been offered for 
the law, and calumn ate him and embarrass him | his apprehension And bold menaces are oc- 
until he is ousted and bro en up, acd obliged to | casionally hungover our beads, that we asa 
leave our village. Me are separated from men's peopie.shall be driven fram the state. These 
company while the licentious, and profane and things have a tendency to check our prosperity. 
intemperate are suffered to dwell in peace— In one instance some of our brethren were kid- 
While our opposers cherish to their bosom the. napped by Missourians, fram this state, and put 
rankest infidels, they repulse us with di- dun to shame and scourging, The malignant and 
though none can point ous onght wherein we: vexatious lawsuitsto which our people have 
differ from the ancient apostles and prophets, |j been subject, are exceadingly numerous, and 


* daily my eyes behold those who have | owing to our impoverished condition, rendered 


too much to mention. But 1 would | sometimes distressing. But none of these things 
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move us, because we know that if they have 


hated the Mester they will also hate the disei- 
‘ples. Buch as are born of the bond woman 
will persecute them that are born of the free 
women, But it seem lik e a disouraging effort 

to attempt te convince our opposers that we are 
persecuted, because editors and other philan- 
threpie men are reluctant to tell to the pubiic 
our side of the matter. They themselves would 
thereby tezome suspected of espousing our 
cause. Men are so sensitive on the subject of 
our religion that whoever. speaks peaceably of 
it perils his influence and reputation. But hire- 
ling editors and priesu will speak and publish 
against us. 

You ask me to give an accountof the fab 
which I have embsaced. I believe that Jesus 
Christ is God, co-eternal with God the Father, 
and that such as have the knowledge of the ge- 
pel and believe upen him will be saved; and 
such as believe not will be damned. I believe 
the Old and New Testaments to be the word 
of God. I believe that every person should be 
born, not only of tho spirit, but also ofthe wa- 
ter, in ordert to enter into the- kingdom of God. 
There are three that bear witness on earth, as 
there are three that bear record in heaven.— 
Fhe spirit, the water, and the blood, bear con- 
current testimony to our ebedience on earth; 
for the want of any one, or all of these wituese- 
es on earth, inour ſavor, there will be no regis- 
try of our perfect acceptance in heaven. Hence 
the baptism for the dead.. The righteous dead 


revelations of his wilt; as takes 
sancp of all things, both temporal and spirit 
his revelations will pertain to al! things whete- 
by his glory may be promoted, and the tempe- 
ral aud spiritual well being of his peop'e is ad- 
vanced. Any people that are destitute of the 
teachings of prophets and apostier, which come 
by immediate revelation, will soon fall into di- 
visions end strifes, and depart from the truth ag 
iv in Jesus. 

You wish to know What isthe personal 
character and influence, doctrines and claims of 
him who is called the kcader, Joseph Smith.— 
Joseph S nich, when the great d signs cf bes- 
vem were first made known to him. was not faz 
from the age of seventeen. From that time te 
thiste has had much said about him, both of, 
favorable and urfivyorable nature. I shall only 
speak ofhis character as I be lieve it to be from 
an intimate acquaintance of more than one year; 
and from an intimate acquaintance with those 
who have been with him many :ears. No man 
is more narrowly watched by friends and ene- 
mies than Joseph Smith; consequently, if he 
were seas good a man as any prophet that has 
preceded him, he would have as violent ene 
mies asoth vs have had. But I hasten to give 
my own opinion. I firmly avow im the pres 
ence of God, that I believe Mr. Joseph Smith to 
be an upright man, that seeks the glory of God, 
in such a manner as is wel plcasirg-to the Most 
High God. Naturally, he is kind and obliging, 


pitiful and courteous; as far from dissimulation 


havea mereiſul provision made for them in the'|as any man; frank and loquacious to all men, 


testimony of the three witnesses on earth, which 
secures a record of their perfect acceptance in 
heaven, without which they cannot attain to 
the highest glory. I believe in the resurrection 
of the dead, the righteous to life eternal, and 
the wicked to shame and everlasting contempt. 
I believe that repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, are among the 
elementary and cardinal truths of the gospel. 


In some, and indeed many respects de we 
differ from sectarian denominations. We be- 
Reve that God isa being that has both body 
and perts, and also passions. Also in the exis- 
tance of the gifts, in the true church, spoken of 
im Paul's letter to the Corinthians _1 believe 
that every church in gospel order has a priest- 
hood, consisting of Prophets, Apostles, Ekicrs. 
&c., and that the knowledge and power of a 
priesthood, ordained of God, as the ancien. 
priesthood was, is indispensibly necessary to 
the prosperity of thecaurch. Ide not believe 
that the canon of sacred scripture was closed 
with the revelation of John; but that wherever 
God hes a true church there he makes frequen' 


friends or fis. He seems-to employ no studied 
effort te grad himself against isrepresente- 
tion, but often leaver himself exposed to mis 
| constractions,. by those who watch for faults. 
he is remarkably cheerful for one who has seen 
well tried {sends maityred around him, and felt 
the inflictions of coluniny—the vexation of law 
guita—the treachery of intimates—and multi- 
pMed violent attempts upon his perten and life, 
together with the cares of much business. His 


influence, after which you inquire, is very 
great. His friends are as ardently attached te 


him as his enemies are violently opposed. F ree 
toleraticn:is given to all eppowing religiona, but 
wherever he is aecredited asa prophet of the 
living God, there you will perceive, his influ- 
ence must be great. That lurking feer and 
suspicion that he may become a dictator, or des- 
pot gradually gives place to confidence and 
fondness, as believers become acquainted with 
him. | 

In doctrine Mr. Smith is eminently seripte- 
ral. Ihave never known him to deny or de- 


preciate a single truth of the Old and New Des. 


| — 
plain 
Being 
| 22 
that h 
things 
& 
effice 
at hi 
life, a 
nens 
shrill 
Yo 
Cer 
ten 
wou 
were 
cult 
ay 
jae 
pec . 
| their 
da ue 
the 
sia 
| ed b 
may 
de e 
and 
no 
ing 
Z 
Doe 
mi! 
ewe 
in t 
ita 
enj 
pu 
ar 
an 
| 


man of prayer? ofa pure life? of peace 


57 


tawents; but 1 Leave wer- 
and defend them ina masteriy manner.— 
Being snointed of God, for the purpose of teach- 
ing and perfecting the church, it is needfu| 
mat he should kuow how to set in order the 
things that arc wanting to bring forth things 
sew aod old, as a scribe well instrueted. This 
effice and apostieship- he appears to magnify ; 
at his touch the ancient prephets spring into 
life, and the beauty and puwer of their revela- 
nens are made tosommend themselves with 
thrilling interest to all that hear. 

Yoa inquire, Does he elaim te be inspired! 
Cer ainly he does claim to be inspired. Me of- 
ten speaks in the name of the Lerd, which 
would bo rank hypocrisy and mockery, if he 
were not inspire d to do it. It seems very diffi- 
eult for those who stand at the distance of ma- 
ay generations from the true prophets, to teal- 
ize what prophets are, and what ov git to be ex- 
pected from them. b do not chide them for 
their ignorance and fo'ly, however, because | 
have nothing to boast of previous to embracing 
the faith ef the Latter Day Saints. I under- 
sand that prophets may speak as they are mov- 
ed by the Holy Ghoit, at one time, while they 
may be very fer from being moved by the Ho- 
ly Ghost as they speak at another. They may 
be endowed with power to perform miracles 
and mighty deeds at one-time, while they have 
no authority, end there is uo suitablencss iu do- 
ing the same at another time. You ask, R he 


Does he appear at the head of his inoeps asa 
military commander! These questions I an- 
wer according to the best dye I base. 
in the affirmative. Asa people we perform mil- 
itary duty, as the laws the State of Il'inois 
enjoin and require. The Legion answers the 
purpose to keep the lawless and mobocratie ai 
erespectful distance; andithe more *:carthquake 
end storm” our enemics tuise about the Nauvoo 
Legion, and a military chieftain, like the an- 
sient Mahomet, the greater fear and dead of us 
will de conveyed to ths mings of the lawless, 
who watch for prey, and spoil, and booty. | 
ean assure you that neither Mr. Sinith, nes any 
othen intelligent Latter Day Saint, ever intends 
to make one convert by the word. Neither 
are we such teetotal peace-makers that any 
savage banditu of lawless depredators could 
waste our property, violate virtue and shed in- 
nocent blood, without experiencing from usa 
firm defence of law, of right, and innocence.— 
We are to this day very sensitive to a repetition 
of past Mg, that we still smart under. Tae 
Lord our God, who was once called (by a man 


wih be vurdefenes and siieug torver in the day 

of battle, if our country should ever call us t 
‘seence of carnage and blood. 

Tou ask, What is the nature of the worship 
ameng yeu, and wherein does it differ from that 
of religious peeple with whom you have been 
acquainted elsewhere? On the Sabbath some 
person usually preaches e sermon, after prayer 
and singing, and perhepe reading some scrip- 
ture. We have aleo frequent prayer meetings, 
in which all that are so disposed may join.— 
The gifts ate variousty exereised, sometimes in 
the way of propheey, or imtongues; sometimes 
in discerning of spirita, or interpretation of 
tongues, The ordinance of baptism, together 
with the imposition of hands, for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost is administered as occasion may re- 
quire. Thus you will perceive that our wor- 
ship diffirs fr.m what we both have been ac- 
customed to in time past, Anxious seats, and 
enquiry meetings, &c. are not in use at all 
with us; although converts to our faith have 
swelled our numbers greatly in every yeat that 
is past, yet we are very far fiom employing any 
blustcring effoms toconvert men. The spirit of 
God attends the truth with sufficient power to 
‘save the upright, while those tha: hold the truth 
im unrighteousness, and contend with it, are 
beyond the legitimate exerciee of divine powet 

to save, and are led captive by the devil at his 

will. Our worship diflers from that of other 

religious people, inasmuch as we have the 

knowledge of God, and the true doctrine and 

order of his kingdem beyond all perplexing 

doubt and div: psity of opinion. It is utterly im- 

porsible intelligent and devoted sectarian 

clergy t lead their hearers into any considera- 

bie knowledge of Gud, for this very potent rea- 

son, that they neither know much of him them- 

selves, nor indeed have they the means ef 
knowing him, For this they are not at all cul- 
pable,; but the fact is nevertheless incontro- 
vertible. I do not speak now to please men, 

nor to mortify them; but I know it to be trae, 
my brother, and therefore speak it boldly. Are 
you offended? will you stop here and throw 

down my letter with contempt, ss though an ig- 
norant upstart bad abused you! If I write 
plainly it is with deep and painful emotions.— 
While writing | can hardy suppressa flood of 
tears. I know thedilemma in which many of 
my religious brethren are placed, and the ex- 
treme difficulty of approaching them, but wheth- 
er they hear or forbear, I must tell them that it 
is out of their power to attain to any considera- 
ble knowledge of the true and living God. But 

say they, have we not got the good old bible, 


his own heast,) a “man of war,” we trust 


which makes mea wise acto salvation? Yeu 
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base indeed tuose veuerable truths Which have 
many ages since made men wise unto salvation; 
and those truths will teach you, if you take heed 
to them, that the Gentiles have been broken 
off from the covenant favor of God, a3 the Jews 
were; But those scriptures cannot impart to vou 
the gifts of the Holy Ghost; they cannet ordain 
and qualify you to teach aud preach the gospel, 
and administer the ordinances; they cannot give 
you promises and revelutions that are expresly 
for you. : 


When the apostle Paul was in danger of be- 
ing shipwrecked with his crew, (sec acts of 
Apostles,) it would have been poor consolation 
to him to read the ancient history of Jonah’s 
shipwreck. and pray over the subject, in order 
to know how the voyage would result to him; 
‘but how much greater his coneolation, and how 
much more certain his knowledge, when God 
ministers to him by visions and angels, and 
promises both him & the erew preservation. Phil- 
ip wanted no better assurance of his duty to go to 
Gaza, than foron angel of God to tell him to go; 
but if he had pored over ancient revelations with 
prayerful anxiety in order to know the same, it 
would have been a poor guide. The New Tes- 
tament saints did not lean upon Old Testament 
revelations for the knowledge of prescnt dutics, 
or for aid in their present contingencies. ‘I’ hey 
looked directly to God for present, fresh instruc” 
tion and aid—they obtained what they looked | 
for. The ancient Jews, (cotemporary with 
Christ,) that lcahed on the venerated sayings of 
Abraham and Moses, and other eld propliets, 
abode in darknees, and became the prey of fou! 
epirits, while the advocates of present revela” 
tions were mighty through Ged, in signs and 
wonders, and marvellous ceeds. 
religious people of this day depend exclusively 
upon the ancient scriptures, rejecting presen! 


revelations and they will be (1icd with ignor- | 


ance, and the spirit of unrigh’eousness will pos- 
sess them; and they cannot act with that cer- 


tuinty and power that those can who know for we greatly desire to beautify, is u site of! sar 


themselves, by immediate revelation. Dut J 
have said it is impossible for them to know much 
ofthetrue God. The careful observer knows 
that what one sectordenomination teaches for 
doctrine, another will controvert and deny.— 
There is not that power in the doctrine of any 
one sect that gives them much ascencancy over 
any other sect. The doctrines cf ail sects: 
theugh adverse to each other, are about equa! ly 
we'ghty and plausible; no one geis any conriil- 
erable ascendancy. If there appears to be ligh 
in om? sect over another sect, it shows an n equal 


amount of an oppesite character. | 
; 


Now let the 


= 
tuischuren, to wach their the elemen. 
tary principles of religion, training them up is 
the way they should go. You ask if they ate 
instructed in learning. As a people we aim 
most diligently te give our children learning. 
Our persecutions, oppression, and poverty have 
operated greatly to the disadvantage of our chil- 
dren: still we have a chartered University, tha 
promises much benefit to us; and common 
schools are extensively 
the rity. 

The present population of the city is from ten 
to twelve thousand. You ask, What is their 
condition, occupation, and general character! 
The condition of the people is as prosperous as 
circumstances will permit. Many of them, like 
Jacob of old, have left a good pa runony at home 
that they ere not benefitted from, by reason of 
their being every where spoken against. But 
though they had nathing but their staff in hand 
anda little bundle upon their back when they 
came, they have now in many instances a com- 
fortuble cottage, a flourishing garden, and a good 
cow. ‘There are many instances of families be- 
ing subject tupr.vations, beyond what they were 
accustomed “to in early days; and there are 
some insiances of deep penury, through sick- 
ness, persecution, and other uncontrolable eau- 
| ses; and there are aleo instances of wealth, but be 
assured,sir, there is nota mote contented and 
ieheerful people tobe found. Famdies will con- 
ent eto let father and brother go out to preach- 
ing, when their daily bread is barely supplied 
fora few months Believing ase do, that these 
are the jast days, and that signal matters await 
this generations and that the harvest must be 
gathered soon, ifatall, you must not marvel 1 
we do nat all at once become rich, and ‘build 
large houses, and enclose produeve farms 
| [f riches were our object, we might readily grat 
it, the most ambitious grasp. We possess every 
jucility fer being rich; but we long to behold 
the beauty of the Lord. and enquire in his holy 
Temple. The place of His sanctuary, whieh 


parsing natural beauty. Upon it stands the in- 
complete structure of a Temple—-in dimension 
a tte over one hundred and tweaty eight: fest 
long, by eighty eight feet wide, to be elevated 


in Beight a litile under fifty feet; the walls are 


made of well wrought, handsome stone. The 
inhabitants are very industrious; being oecv- 
pied in agriculture and the various mechanic 
arts. Our people are mostly the working clas- 
cea of community, from the United States and 
Great Britain and her Provinces. They are a very 
intelligent people, especially so far ae common 


It is an acknowledged duty of parents, in 


— and a general knowledge of men and thing» 
are concerned, Our elders are versed in religious 
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polemics, frem discussions in the pulpit, stage, 

rroom, canal and steamboat, of the fireside. 

ad high-way side: and perheps you are not 
aware that many, very many, are from the most 
mnightened portions of New England; men 
that have been recked in the cradle of ortho- 
oxy and liberty; accustomed to fatigue, priva- 
on and opposition; and knowing that their re- 
ligion hes more light and truth, and the power 
ofthe Holy Ghost to suppert it, than any othe" 
that has existed since the days of the apostles; 
they are prepared to endure all things with the 
surance that their reward is great in heaven. 
You wish to know the general character of the 
people. There is probably less profenity, drunk- 
ennese, lewdness, theft, fighting, gambling and 
tavern haunting, than in any other city of the 
ume magnitude. 

But I must close my answer to your many and 
minute inquiries, having already protracted 
them beyond my original design. Your letter 
contains many important enquiries similar in- 
deed to what I have received from other distin- 
guished friends from different parts of the Un- 
on; and you will accept my apology for not 
answering at an earlier date; and though I de- 
sign this epistle to be a general answer to all 
similar enquiries, yet shall hereafter readily 
reciprocate all private communications in the 
usual method of friendship and affection. 

Most sincerely and truly yours, 
ORSON SPENCER. 

Brother Spencer is a graduate of Union Col- 
lege, New York, and has for many years had a 
respectable standing asa minister in the ‘*Bab- 
ist Church ;”’ and as he is generaly known in the 
New England States, we presume that the above 
logical and conclusive expose of our principles, 
will be read with interest, by his numerous 
friends, and by all the Saints.—Ep. 


TIMES AND SEASONS, 
‘CITY OF NAUVOO, 

_ MONDAY, JANUARY 2. , 1843. 


THE RELEASE OF GEN. JOSEPH SMITH. 

We are happy to have it in our power to 
state, that the distinguished individual above 
named is once more free, and that the illegal 
prosecution, and persecution which has been. 
instituted against him by ex-Gov. Boggs. 
Gov. Reynolds of Missouri, and ex-Gov. Carlin 
of this State, has terminated successfully in be. 
half of the innocent and unefieading; and we 
have had ene striking instanee of the dignity 
and purity of ows laws being held inviolate, de- 


spite of éxecutive influence and intrigue, and 
the influence of misrepresentation and bigotry. 

Mr. Smith bad long been convinced of the 
Megality of the proceedings which were insti- 
tuted against him; but he at the same time 
thought that when public excitement was so 
great, and popular prejudice so strong, that it 
would be hazardous for him to place himself in 
the hands of any of the minions of Ex-Gov. Car- 
lin—judging (very correctly) that if that gen- 
tleman had issued a writ illegally, and uncon- 
stitutionally for his apprehension, he might use 
an unwatrantable, executive influence in having 
him delivered up to the justice (i. e. injustice) 
of the State ef Missouri. 

But while on the one hand he feared, and 
had reason to fear, usurped executive power; 
he as firmly believed that if he could obtain a 
fair and impartial hearing before the judiciary 
that there tvaseufficient strength, and virtue in 
the laws, to deliver him from the unjust influ- 
ence, and mal-administraten of his enemies. 

Feeling fully convinced of the justice of his 
cause, he repaired to Springfield, about two 
weeks ago, for the purpose of obtsining a bear- 
ing. (and as he believed) receiving an acquit- 
tal from the District Court of the United States, 
for the district of Illinois. 

The Secretary of State had been instructed 
to send for the writ issued by Gov. Carlin, that 


Mr. Smith might have the privilege of the 


Habeas Corpus and of having the legality and 
constitutionality of the writ tested. 

But as Ex-Governor Carlin, or the sheriff of 
Adams county, or both, were either afraid of 
having their deeds investigated, or wished to 
set at defiance the law; the writ was not forth- 
coming; and after the great hue and cry that 
has been made about Joseph Smith’s fleeing 
from jnstice, he was absolutely under the ne- 
cessity of petitioning Governor Ford to issue 
another writ before he conld obtain a hearing 
before the court. For the purpose of answering 
the ends of justice, and that Mr. Smith might 


‘|| be legally and fairly dealt with, Governor Ford 


issued another wnt, which was a cepy of the 
one issued by Gow. Carlin. Mr. Smith then 
petitioned the United States district court for 
a writ of Habeas Corpus, which was granted 
and he appeared before that court on Saturday 
the 30th of December, 1842, and gave bail for 
his appearance at court on Monday. Mr. Lam- 
bourn, the Attorney General of the State of. 
Illinois, appeared in behalf of the State, and 
Mr. Butterfield was counsel for Gen. Smith. 
On Monday Mr. Lamborn requested of the 
court a little time, stating that the subject was’ 
new to him, that it wasone of gteat imper 


ate 
aim 
ave 
hil- 
Hat 

OR 
out 
ten 

elt 

r? 

Be 

ke 

| 
01 

ut 
By | 
e- 
re 

a 


— = 

tance, that he bad net had an oppurtunity of in- 
vestigating it, and he hoped that the court 
would indulge him with one or two days; the 
court granted him that privilege, and the trial 
was postponed until Wednesday, the 4th of 
January. Mr. Lamborn objected to the pro- 
ceedings on the ground that the United States 
Court had no jurisdiction in this case, and that 
it belonged to the courts of this State to a ju- 
dicate in this matter: he moreover comended 
that they could not go behind the writ, to try 
the guilt, or innocence of the accused party: 
his objections however were overruled by the 
court. 


Mr, Edwards and Butterfield shewedin a 
very lucid manner that Mr. Lamborn was in 
the dark concerning this matter—and Mr. But- 
terfield contended that in this case, and under 
the circumsteaces of the issuing of this writ, 
the United States distriet court not only had 
jurisdiction; but that it had exclusive jurisdic- 
tion. He aleo shewed very clearly that although 
they had no right to go behind the writ when 
judgment was rendered, that they had a perfect 
sight where that wes not thecase; he quoted 
several authorities in defence of the position 
that he took, and very clearly shewed that the 
eeourse which he had taken in this affair, was 
strongly supported by law, that he wos eus. 
teined by the constitution of the United States 
and by a law of Congress based upon the con- 
stitution, and oy all former precedents. He 
then exposed in a very able manner the corrup- 
tion of Governor Reynulds of Missouri, aud «f 
Governor Carlin of Illinois, in relation to thie 
matter, proving from their own documents that 
the steps whietp they had. taken were illegal, 
that Governor Reynolds had no foundation to 
issue a writ, or te demand. Joseph Smith from 
Governor Carlin on any thing that there was 
inthe affidavit of Ex-Governor Buggs of Mie- 
souri, and that he wasobliged to add certain 
slauses in his demand which were not found in 
the body of the affidavit,. before his claims up- 
on this State could have the semblance uf law, 
and that Governor Carlin with these lame doc 
uments before him wished to make it a liitl. 
more plain, and added another addition, by way 
ef codicil to the charge. He clearly shewed 
the progress of crime amung those governors. — 
Ex-Governor Boggs’ affidavit stated that *he 
believed, and had good reason to believe tha! 
Joseph Smith was accessory before the fact, 
and that he was a resident of Iliinois.” Gover 
por Reynolds stated that it had. been represented 
to him that Joseph Smith was seceesory before 
the fact, and had fled from the justice of Mis- 


Suri and to make up the thing complete,| 


Governor Cartin stated that he wase fugit 
from justice, consequently neither Gove 
Reynolds nor Governor Carlin bad any fou-a™ 
dation whereon to base the issuing of a 
proclamation, or writ, 

After showing very clearly, the ignorance 
and injustice of those executives—proving tos 
demonstration that Joseph Smith bad not beep 
in Missouri for thy o years: that he could not be 
fugitive from justice, and that ifhe were guilty 
of being an acceseary, the thing wes not done 
in Missouri, and he could aot be taken there 
be tried; he-concluded by saying, that all the 
difference there was between the Mormons and 
other professions was, that the different see 
believed ia the aneient prophets only, and the 
Mormons believed in both racient and modem 
pmphecy. Another dirtinction was, that the 
anvient prophets prop'ecied in poetry, and the 
modern ones in prose. 

Judge Pope then etated that the court would 1 
give ite decision the next moiping.. 


On Wednesday morning the Judge in his de rue 
cision invest guted the whole maiter, and ina ant uf 
very able manner sustiined the views of Mr. be beg 
Butterfield, aud adduced additions} testimeny ing we 
and evidence, in favor of the acquittal of Mr. bept a 


Sm th; and after avery learncd and able d- git 
dress he concluded by seying, that ‘the deeir 
ion of the courtis that the prisoner be dischar- Hy ¢,., 
ged; and I wish it entered upon the records in 6. 
sue a way, that Mr. Smith be no more troub- 


nun 

led about this matter.“ — 
We hope to be able to furnish: our readety Ti ny 9 

with a corrected copy of the whole proceedings , », 

of. this interesting trial. whe 

| We had the henor of secompanying Genen ue 


Smith to Springfield, tog, ther with about feur- Hi aot fi 


wen gentlemen from this place, and we were Hi to be 
very much pleased wit!. + excursion; we met 
with a great deal of courtesy and respect-en out TR ed fc 
way to Springfield, and when we arrived:there; [i deni 


both from the citizens generally, and alee from Tu. 
Honorable members of the Legislature, indeed and 
our presence seemed to dispel those deep pre i rece 
judices which many had imbibed in conse- Ei cons 
quence of misrepresenia:ion and fuleehood; and leid 


in our intercourse with them they perceived ut 
that the Mormobs were affable, courteous, and vor 
intelligent; and in looking at our heeds and toe 
teet they discovered tibet we had neither horas bl. 
nor hoofs. lw 


By the politeness of the Hon. Mr. Heckteton, fy 
peaker of the House of Representatives, we 9 
were favored with the privilege of speaking in 
‘he Legislative Hall; Elder Hyde preached is | 
the morning, and myself. in the afternoon; 


large concourse of people: attended, composed’ 
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lawyers, judges, ts. let 
d eitisens of Springfield, and many of them 
eacluded that Morinonism wis as reasonabic, 
scriptural; and that there was as much sound 
sense, and a little more connected with 
x, than with any other system that they had 
card, or investigated. 
Upon the whole we hada very imteresting 
it, and in our short stay formed associations 
hat will not soon be forgotten. 

Much praise is due to Governor Ford, Judge 
kope, Mr. Butterfield, Mr.Edwarde, and many 
ner «gentlemen, for the bold, imdepen- 
dent, and patriotic course that they have 
pewued in relation to this matter; they have 
manifested a disposition to maintaia invivlaty 


hoods, anc ji.e to the false u itnessés w 


appeared against me the doy previogs, they con- 
ad ieted theneelves so plain'y thot the court 
would not admit their teetimceny. Others were 
called who shewed by their zeal that they were 
wil ing enough to prove something against me; 
but all they cou'd do was to tell some things 
e nome body elee hod told them. In this 
‘frivolous ond vexatious” manner did they pro- 
ceed for a considerab e time, when final y. New- 
was ea led up and examined, by law- 
ver Se. monr, who had ben capec'a ly sent 
on thisoceasion. One lawyer Buech, also was 
ti @ of the presecutia@; but Mr. Sey- 
mour seemed to be a more zealous Presbyteri. 
an, snd appeared very anxious and determin- 
ed that the people should not be deluded by 


len u supremacy of the law; and that me, Mor- 
the have cven hanced justice adminis-, 
the A ered to them ia common with all other ci 


the state. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
Continued. 


de The constable who served this second war- 
nu upon me, had no sooner arrested me than 
Mr. o began to abuse and insult me, and so unfeel- 
OY Ming vas be with me, that although I had bee: 
Mr. keptall the day in court, without any thing to 
0 at since the morning. yet he buried me off to 
Broom county, a distance of about fifteen mil. s. 
2 before he allowed me any kind of food what- 


t. He took me toa tavern and gathered in 
number of men, who used every means to 
abuse, ridicule, and imsulime. They spit upon 
ne, pointed their fingers at me, saying prophe- 
1, prophesy; and thus did they imitate those 
who crueified the Saviour of mankind, not 
knowing what they did. We were at this time 
aot far distant from my own house. I wished 
tobe allowed the privilege of spending the 
night with my wife, at home, offering any wish- 
ed for security, fur my appearance, but this was 
denied me. Lapplied for semething to eat.— 
The constable ordered me some crusts ef bread, 
and water, which was the ouly fare I that n gh. 
teceived. At length we retired to bed; the 
constable mede me lie next the wall: He then 
laid himself down by me, and put his arm 
wound me; and upon my moving ia the least 
would clench me fast, fearing that I intended 
to escape from him; and in this (not very agree- 
tble) manner did we pase the night. Next day 
Iwas brought before the Magistrates court, of 
Colesville, Broom county, and put upon 
my trial, My former ſeichfal friends and law- 
Jen were again at my side; my former perse_ 


E KX XX 7 & 


ere again called forward and eremined, 
wol whogs are te ihe palpable false- 


cutors were arrayed a.a net me. Many witaiss 


any one profes ug the power ef Gedliners; 
und not “denying the power theteof,” 


So soom as Mr. Knight had been sworn, Mr. 
Seymour proceeded 1% interrogate him as fol- 
lows: @ Did the prisaner, Joseph Shith, jr. 
cast the devil out ef you? Ans. No sir. Q. 
Why, have not you had the devil cast out of 
ven! A. Yessir. Q. Aad had not Joe Smith 
sume hand ia ite being done? A. Yee sir.— 
An did not he cast him out of you? A. 
No sig; it was done by the power of God, and 
Joseph Smith was the instrument in the hende 
of Ged, on the occasion. He commanded him 
out of me in the name of Jesus Christ. Q. And 
are yousure that it was the devil? A. Yessit. 
Q. Did you see him, after he wis cast out of 
yout A. Les sir, Ia him. Q. Pray, what 
did he look like? (Here one of my lawyers in- 
formed the w.tness that he need not answer the 
question.) The witness replied, I believe 1 
need not answer your last question, but I will 
doit provided I be allowed to ask you one 
question, first, and you answer me, via: Doe 
you, Mr. Seymour, understand the things of the 
spirit! No, (answerod Mr. Seymour) 1 do net 
pretend to such big things. Well then, (replied 
Koight,) it would be of no use to tell you what 
the devil looked like, for it was a apiritual sight, 
and spiritually discerned; and of course you 
would not understand it, were I to tell you of 
it. The lawyer dropped his head, whilet the 
loud lamgh of the audience proclaimed bis die- 
comfiture. Mr. Seymour now addressed the 
court, and in a long end violent harengue en- 
deavored to blacken my character and bring 
mein guilty of the charges which bed been 
brought against me. Among other things, be 
brought up che story of my having been a mo 
ney digger; and in thie manner proeseded, ia 
hopes to infiuenee the court and the people 
pgninet me. Mr. Davidson, and Mr. Reed 
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lowed on my behalf. They held forth in true 
eolors, the nature of the prosceution; the ma- 
lignancy of intention, and the apparentdispo- 
sition to persecute their client, rather than to 
afford him justice. They took up the different 
arguments which had been brought by the law- 
yers for the prosecution, and having sbewed 
their utter futility and misapplicatioa, then pro- 
ceeded toscrutinize the evidence which had 
been adduced, and each in his turn, thanked 
God thathe had been engaged inso gooda 
cause. as that of defending a man whose char- 
acter stood so well the test of such a strict in- 
vestigation. In fact, these men, although not 
regular lawyers, were upon this oocasion able 
to put to silence their oppinenis, and coavince 
the court that I was innocent. They spoke 
like men inspired of God, whilst those who 
were arrayed against me.trembled under the 
eound of their voices, and quailed before them 
like eriminals before a bar of justice. 


The majority of the assembled multitude had 
now began to find that nothing could be sus- 
tained against me: even the constable who ar- 
rested me, and treated me so badly, now came 
and apologised to me, and asked my forgive- 
ness of his behaviour towards me; and eo far 
was he changed that he informed me that the 
mob were determined that if the court acquit- 
ted me that théy would Rave me, and rail ride 
me, and tar and feather me; and further, that 
he was willing to favor me, and lead me out in 
safety by a private way. 

The court finding the charges against me not 
sustained, I was: accordingly acquitted, to the 


great satisaiction of my friends, and vexation: 


of my enemies, who were still determined upon 
molesting me, but through the instrumentality 
of my new friend, the constable, I was enabled 
to escape them and make my way in safety to 
my wife's sister’s house, where I found my-wife 
awaiting with much anxiety the issue of those 
ungodly proceedings: and wiih her in compa 
ny next day, arrived in safety at my own house. 

Aſter a few days however, K.againzeturned to: 
Colesville, in company with Oliver Cowdery,, 
for the purpose of confirming those whom we 
had thus been forced to abandon or a time .— 
We had scarcely arrived at Mr. Knight’s, when 
the mob was seon collecting together to oppose 
es, and we considered it wisdom to leave for 
heme, which we did, without even waiting for 
auy refreshment.. Ourenemies pursued us, and 
it was oftcntimes as much a8 we could do to 
elude them; however, we managed to get home, 
after having travelled all night, except a short 
tune, during which we were forced to reat 
selvee under a large tree by the way side, alee 


ing and watching alternately. Aud thud wer, 
we persecuted on account of our reſigious faith 
in a country, the constitution of which, guar: 
antees toevery man the indefeasible right, to 
worship Ged according to the dictates ef bj, 
own conscience; and by men too who were pro- 
fessors of religien, and whe were not back ward 
to maintain this privilege for themselves; though 
they thus wantonly could deny it to us. For 
instance, Cyrus M’Master, a Presbyterian of 
high standing in his church, was one of the 
chief instigators of these persecutions; and be 
at one time told me personally, that he consid. 
ered me guilty, without judge or juty. The 
celebrated Doctor Beyington, also a Presby’e. 
rian, wes another instigator to these déeds of 
outrage; whilst a young man named Benten, 
of thie same religious faith, swore out the fn 
warrant against me I could mention many 
others also, but fer brevity’s sake will make 
these suffice for the present, 


LETTER FROM JUSTIN BROOKS. 
Kirtland, O.hio, Nov. 7, 1842. 

Brotner Joseru Smitu: Sin —I now take 
the opportunity to inform you, the brethren in 
Nauvoo, and all that feel interested in this last 
dispensation of Almighty Gad, whieh has been 
committed to the church ef Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints, that since our conference mir- 
utes. were.enclosed, Eiders Wight, Green, and 
Badlam have continued their labors in this 
place, up to this time, with great success; the 
Lord pouring out bis spirit.upon them and ‘also 
upon the people. There have been, singe the 
above stated time, several persons baptized, 
which have looked on, and have seen the rise 
and progress of this church from the ‘eom- 
mencement, and many smart, intelligent young 
men have aleo been ordained. olders; amongst 
the number are Austin Balybit. and Wiliam 
Wilson. The number ordained since conference 
isten; and several persons have been baptized. 
The prospect now is that a great blessing: will 
result to the inhabitants-of this region of coun- 
try, from the labors of the above named elden. 
The reformation which has taken place here 
has taken some of the most prominent members 
from among the Methodisis; and the Presbyte- 
rians begin te think that Mormoniem, as they 
call it, isnot dead, as they supposed, im conse 
quence of Bennett’s apostacy. I am this mo- 
‘ment informed that Priest Cos has withéfawn 
from his ministerial labors iu the Presbytérias 
cureb, you will discover that it is not positive 
Where the reformation that has begun will end 


ours||jhe Lord only knows: such'an enriety to len 
p- | the doctrinesaf thle oburch, bes webet 
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church ,. 
The elders ate going us this mor- 
‘with the prayers and fellowship of,the 
bpethren, in thie region, country. Thee 
= oh have been the most hostile in their ſeel- 
ings are perfeetly friendly with Brother Wight, 
and have all fnvited him to call upon them. 
The labors of che elders seem to-have effected 
a union of all parties; and if I must give my 
opinion I think upon the right principle. 
Twelve persons were baptized yesterday and 
infarmation hos just reached.me that. Brother 
Martin Harris has been baptized; and is now on 
bis way home from the water T would further 
nate that Br. Wight expects to administer bep. 
tism to several persone-in Painesville, on hig 
way east. He further wishes meto state that 
he will. writein @ short time. Give my re 
spects to sister Elvira Cowles and to all enqui- 
ring friends. 
gospel, and fellow laborer in the new and ever- 


beeh manifest since the of, 


Yours in the bonds of the 


Litz, one mile — of the —— at 
10 o'clock and organized the couferenes by ap- 
pointing Elder J. M. Grant = and oon, 
M. Tibbaclerk. 

The conference opened 
prayer by the president, who addressed the con- 
ference from John xiii. 20. 

Elder J. Grant jr. then addressed the an 
ence. The official members were then called 
on, to represent the different branches of the 
church in this conference, 

Br. George M. Tibbs represented the Little 
Nauvoo branch, in Withe county Virginia, con- 
sisting of thirty-one members, one priest, one 
teacher and one deacon. 

Br. J. T. Crow sepresented the Rich Valley 
branch, in Smith county, twenty-four mem- 
bers and one priest, 

Elder J. M. Grant represented the Burk’s 
Garden branch, consisting of sixty members. 

Elder J. Grant jr. represented the branch in 
Patrick county, consisting of sixteen members 


fasting covenant, JUSTIN BROOKS 


PROTRACTED MEETING AND 
CONFERENCE. 


and one priest; (eight having moved to the 


west,) in Grayson county two members and one 
elder;-he represented the church in Surry 
county,, Nortir Caroſtus, sixteen) members and 


Protracted Meeting, and Conference,. held in one teacher; in Stokes county, N. C., eleven 


Burks Garden, Tazewell County, Virginia, 
by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints: commencing Sept. 10th 1842. 


Saturday II o'clock A. M.— 4 respectable 


audience being assembled at Union Grove, the 
meeting opened by singing; prayer by. Elder 


J. M. Grant. 


Elder W. A. Litz briefly addressed the andi- | 


ence on the subject of righteousness. 
Elder Joshua Grant jr. then delivered a 


lengthy address from Matt. iii. 6,, followed by |} A 


Biders R. Kinnamon and Orange Wight. 
_After a short exhortation by Elder J. I. 
Grant, the meeting closed by singing.. 
Second day—Sabbath morning at the Grove, 
the services commenced by singing;. prayer by. 


members and one priest; after which the fol- 

lowing persone were chosen and ordained ag 

officers in the Burk’s Garden branch. 

Bu Adam Ritter to bo ordained a priest. 

Br. James Spencer, teacher. 

Br. James Brunty, deacon. 

Silas Exgle, teacher. 

1 The Lord's Supper was then administered. 

Br. G. M. Tibbs was. chosen clerk for the 

— Nauvoo and Rich Valley branches; and 
Ritter for the Burk’s Garden branch. 

Jr. Richard Kaunamon war, chosen to. pre- 

ide over the church in Tazewell county, and 

Br. W. A. Lite to preside in Withe and 

Smythe branches; the ordinance of confirma- 

tion was, then attended to, and a aumber of 


Elder J. Grant jr. 

Br. J. M. Giant then preached to the con- 
gregation from 2 Cor. iv. 17, 

Br. J. Grant jr. continued the subject that 


he-cammenced en Saturday; he waa followed} 


by Ba. Kinnamon and Lin. ; 
Br. J. M. Grant then ealled for cthdtdates 
for baptism; four came and gave their hands 
with tears and solemnity; the ordinance, of 
eonfirthation was then attended to, and the 
meeting closed by singing. | 
, Thitd day—The people came together at the 
water; ogleck A. M., after, which six wert 
immersed, Jt wae uvenimously resolved 
ie house of Br, F 


children blessed; after: which. it was uneni- 
mousty resolved that this conference adjourn 
until the 6th of April 1843. | 

| JEDEDIAH M. GRANT, Pree’t. 
Groner M. Tisss, Clerk. 
P. 8. The meeting continued twa days after 
he conſefence, audit is worthy of remark that 


during, the whole prececdings, for'five days, 
the congregations were largeaud attenjive, the 
most perfeet ordem prevailed,the eldersin all 
their remarka were watm and spirited; and 
when — 2 — and J. Grant, (at the close.’ 
cane 10 bid.adieu do the sainté 

irginia, the scene was truly a- 


fecting: hey, left recommen the 
worthy 


M. Finns, 


pod 
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